as usual dufingalterations

ALIENS RESTRICTION ACT 1914

s

At the outbreak of World War One, all aliens
(foreign nationals) over 16 were required to
register at local police stations and to
demonstrate a good character and knowledge of
English. This was partly due to a fear of spies.

Did you know?

e The Security Service (MI5) kept files on
suspected German agents during the war years,
including the famous agent Mata Hari.

e More than 32,000 alien men were interned
during World War One.

e German and German-Jewish public figures felt
compelled to declare their support for Britain in
'Loyalty Letters' published in The Times. The
contemporary cartoon (above) satirises the
situation many Germans found themselves in.

e 28,744 aliens were repatriated at the
outbreak of war, of these 23,571 were Germans.

THE CASE OF HENRY FISCHER

Sergeant Henry Fischer lived with his wife, Gabriele at
19 Eastwood Road. Both were born in Kiel in Germany.
In spite of his responsible position and character he had
little choice but to resign due to his nationality.
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(Above) Fischer’s signature and address on the 1911 census

PROCEEDINGSE IN DIRMINGHAM.

POLICESERGEANTS HESIGNATION TENDERED
AND ACCEPTED,

This miorning Detellive-superintendent Daniels
and & small foree of dotechive-sr  onnts and
detectiveconstables removed (o the concentrstion
camp st Newbary sisty-dee alien esemiey who
had' been arcested in Birmimgham during the past
day or so, This ia by far the Inrgest contingent of
alione sonk mway from the eiy.  They left Bpow il
| Station st T.30 am., & unmber of earrisges on the
| London triis baiog rescrved foF the Toreigners amnd
their éscori. Bmes the O clamfion of the war some-
| thine like 150 Germany and Auatrians domiciled n

Birmingham have been arreated nnder the Safety of
the ™ +Im Acrt. and placsd in cotcontration comps alb
Newbiry, QGueonslerry, ntar Chesier, o Lancnsier,

Sergeant Fisoner, of the B Dhivision of the Birming-
ham Police, who is of German extraction, has resigonad
his poaition in the force. IL appodrs thal, in eonse-
quence of the high feeling now pot wnnawrally ran-
ning against Germans in this eountry, his official
| postiion baa become of laio very irkrome and painful,
|mnd so he has, aclting os the advico of his friends,
tendered his resignation, aod we pdesstand that it
| has been acoepted. Fischer, aithough a German by
birth, has lived im this country mince he was throe
rears of ape, and he has seeved for ffleen yoars in
| the City Constabnlory, and doring the last thees years
has held a sergeantey. His suprsior officors ak of
kim in the highest toarms,. Ho speaks Gorman fnently,
and this haa boen of advantage Lo him when reguested
{o act as an interpreter.

(Above) Birmingham Daily Mail, 24™ October 1914

It seems likely that Henry Fischer was interned as a
“threat” to the nation. What happened to him afterwards
remains a mystery.

WHEN THE LAMPS WENT OUT
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